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Early Years at St James’





	At St James’ we offer a stimulating, inclusive and nurturing environment where all children feel safe, cared for and valued – made equally by God. We aim to be a constant pillar of support, kindness and love within the community. We strive to bring out a creative side in all subjects and embrace different ways of learning, starting from our Early Years.
Intent – At St James’ our Early Years curriculum is centred around the children and inspired by elements of the Reggio Emilia approach. We endeavour to support children in becoming life-long learners alongside the aims of the EYFS statutory framework. The EYFS is essential in securing solid foundations that the children here at St James’ continue to build on throughout their school learning journey. Following the children’s interests allows us to plan next steps accordingly to meet all children’s needs, as well as empower the children as co-constructors of their own learning. Working closely with our families creates a real strong community and a sense of belonging for the children. As our children embark on their own educational and discovery journey we firmly believe that children communicate their ideas and creativity in a plethora of ways, and we actively support them in doing so, which is why our EYFS curriculum encompasses our school vision, ‘Let Your Light Shine’. 

Implementation – 
At St James’ we combine adult-led focused teaching with child-initiated activities to widen children’s experiences, awe and natural curiosity. Children benefit from quality first teaching, hands-on experiences and provocations which are set up in our engaging environments, including a Maths focused room and Atelier. At St James’ we are extremely proud of the opportunities we provide our children. Our timetable is carefully structured so that children are provided with plenty of time to extend their knowledge through our carefully planned provocations with a huge emphasis on Art and our Natural World. Provision is planned both inside and outside, allowing our environment to be ‘the third teacher’.  The environment is a fundamental aspect of our curriculum, and children are provided with endless opportunities to engage in a range of provocations, which provide hands-on exploration for children to practice, test, construct and deconstruct their own ideas and theories. The themes covered in Early Years are broad, allowing us to follow the children’s interests within these. Our planning is focused around the seven areas of learning and through our carefully planned provocations children are able to develop their skills and understanding across both the prime and specific areas. Our wider curriculum is explored through our specific areas ‘Understanding the World and ‘Expressive Art and Design’, and children are well equipped with prior knowledge linked to the wider curriculum, ready for their transition to Year 1. 

Impact - 
At St James’ we strive for our children to become lifelong, independent learners. By the end of Nursery, we aim for children to be ready for school in a holistic way. We focus on the prime areas, which are the skills needed for the children to develop in the specific areas. Our aim is to build confidence and we wish for children to be active learners, ready to continue their learning journey as they start school. By the end of the Reception year, we aim for the children to have reached their full potential and for all children to have let their light shine, by making good progress across all areas of learning, aiming for a good level of development. Here at St James’ we strive for children to be actively engaged in their learning, being curious, inquisitive and creative. Through close collaboration between key stages, transitions are smooth and children leave the EYFS with the skills, knowledge and determination to continue to let their light shine. 
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EYFS Curriculum Map



	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Themes

NB - these themes may be adapted at various points to allow for children’s emerging interests.
	Me, My Family and My Community

	Seasons and Celebrations



	Amazing Animals

	Changes

	Around the World
	Adventures – Where next?


	Links to the wider curriculum
	· Understanding the World (Geography, History, STEM and Science)
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development (RHE)
· Expressive Art and Design  
	· Understanding the World (Geography, History, STEM and Science)
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development (RHE)
· Expressive Art and Design   
	-  Understanding the World (Geography, History, STEM and Science)
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development (RHE)
· Expressive Art and Design   
	· Understanding the World (Geography, History, STEM and Science)
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development (RHE)
· Expressive Art and Design   
	· Understanding the World (Geography, History, STEM and Science)
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development (RHE)
· Expressive Art and Design   
	· Understanding the World (Geography, History, STEM and Science)
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development (RHE)
· Expressive Art and Design   

	Religious Education 
	Who Made the Wonderful World?
	Why is Christmas Special for Christians?
	Who Cares for this Special World and Why?’

	Easter – New Life
	Why do Christians believe Jesus is special?

	How did Jesus ‘rescue’ People?
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	Nursery Progression of Skills

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	· To be able to follow a one-step instruction.
· Begin to follow rules.
· Begins to take turns.
	· To talk about themselves.
· Start to understand feelings. (happy, sad and tired)
· Play with one child extending and contributing during play.
	· Be able to sit during circle time
· Develop ways of being assertive.
· Able to take turns in roleplay. 
	· Follow a 2 step instruction.
· Shows they are able to follow rules.
· Play with one and more children, extending and contributing during play.
	· Share how they are feeling with a member of staff.
· Start to understand feelings. (happy, sad, tired, worried, angry and scared)
· Begin to understand how someone else might feel.
	· To sit during circle time and join in a class session. E.g. mindfulness.
· Able to choose resources to help them achieve. 
· Show confidence with others during a social situation.

	Communication and Language
	· Begin to listen to longer stories. 
· Retell familiar nursery rhymes.
	· Recall some key events from a story.
· To retell number rhymes.
	· Begin to pay attention to more than one thing at a time.
· Be able to speak using 4 – 6-word sentences.
	· Understand 2 step simple instructions.
· Take turns speaking and listening during a conversation.
	· Understand and answer why questions.
· Ask why questions during a conversation.
	· Respond appropriately during a conversation.
· Use talk to organise their play.

	Physical Development
	· Explores moving their body in different ways.
· Shows can use one handed tools.
	· Moves body to music showing when they can stop and start.
· Makes snips in paper using scissors. 
	· To be able to control a ball in different ways, balance on a variety of equipment and climb
· Child shows a preference for a dominant hand.

	· To jump and land safely from a height.
· Begin to hold a pencil with a modified tripod grip to show control.
	· To move safely with confidence and imagination, communicating ideas through movement.
· Demonstrate a growing independence putting on a coat and shoes, begin to do zips.
	· Can follow instructions in simple races, running at speed and an obstacle course.
· Begin to use a knife and fork.
· Secure with a tripod grip.


	Literacy
	· Joins in with repeated phrases for familiar stories.
· Discriminates between sounds.
· Explore mark-making with a range of mark-making tools. E.g., chalk, sand, colouring etc. 
	· Expresses simple likes about a shared story.
· Develops book handling skills.
· Can draw a straight line.
	· Answers who and what questions linked to stories shared.
· Can clap syllables.
· Can draw curved lines in both clockwise and anti-clockwise directions.
	· Expresses simple likes and dislikes about a shared story.
· Can recognise rhymes.
· Ascribes meanings to marks.
	· Uses new vocabulary in their play.
· Can recognise own name and some familiar word for example, Mum.
· Begin to write some letters of their name and familiar letters. 
	· Uses new vocabulary in conversations.
· Identifies initial sounds and demonstrates some phonological awareness with Set 1 sounds. 
· Write own name. 

	Maths
	· Recognition of up to 3 objects (subitising).
· Counts accurately to 3 (cardinality).
	· Recognition of up to 3 objects (subitising).
· Counts accurately to 5.
	· Can count 5 objects from a larger group.
· Counts accurately to 10.
	· Begins to compare quantities within 5.
· Uses more or less, comparing numbers within 5.
	· Begins to represent numbers within 5 using pictorial representations.
· Experiments with own symbols and numbers.
	· Begin to write numerals to 5.
· Solves problems with numbers up to 5.

	Understanding the World
	· To talk about the concept of growing up.
· Know about family celebrations.
· Explore changes in Autumn.
	· Talk about their immediate family and their role in the family.
· Know about events celebrated by different groups of people.
· Explore what happens on cold winter days.
	· Listen to family stories.
· Know about who celebrates Easter
· Talk about taking care of the world around us.
	· Share past family experiences.
· Know why we celebrate Easter.
· Know simple animal life cycles.
	· Share and understand how they have gown and changed.
· Know about people who help us.
· Explore growing seeds and taking care of plants.
	· Explore changes over time.  
· Understand how people help us.
· Explore different forces.

	Expressive Art and Design
	· Join different materials together.
· Join in with simple repetitive rhymes and songs.
	· Make choices about which materials to use when creating.
· Perform songs and dances in a Christmas performance.
	· Create closed shapes with continuous lines.
· Explore sounds that can be made from percussion.
	· Begin to include details on drawings.
· Follows teachers signals/instructions when playing instruments (play and stop)
	· Represent feelings, noises and movements through drawing.
· Create own songs using musical accompaniments.
	· Explore colouring mixing.
· Share likes and dislikes about a piece of music.























































Reception Progression of Skills



	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	Early Learning Goal

	Self-Regulation
	· To be able to follow one step instructions, recognise different emotions and focus during short whole class activities.
	· To talk about how they are feeling and to consider others feelings.
	· To be able to focus during longer whole class lessons.
	· To identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.
	· To be able to control their emotions using a range of techniques.
	· To follow instructions of three steps or more.
	-  Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly; 
-  Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate; 
-  Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

	Managing Self
	· To wash hands independently
	· To understand the need to have rules.
	· To begin to show resilience and perseverance in the face of a challenge.
	· To develop independence when dressing and undressing.
	· To manage own basic needs independently.
· To dress independently. 
	· To be able to show a ‘can do’ attitude.
· To understand the importance of healthy food choices
	-  Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.
- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.

	Building Relationships
	· To seek support from adults and gain confidence to speak to peers and adults.
	· Begin to develop friendships.
	· To be able to use taught strategies to support turn taking. 
	· To listen to the ideas of other children and agree on a solution and compromise.
	· To work as a group.
	· To be able to have confidence to communicate with adults around the school.
	· Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others; 
· Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers; 
· -  Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

	Listening, Attention and Understanding
	· To be able to understand how to listen carefully and know why it is important.
	· To begin to understand how and why questions.
	· To be able to ask questions to find out more.
	· To retell a story and follow a story without pictures or props.
	· To be able to understand a question such as who, what, where, when, why and how.
	· To be able to have conversations with adults and peers with back-and-forth exchanges.
	· Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions; 
· Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding; 
· -  Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

	Speaking
	· To be able to talk in front of small groups and their teacher offering their own ideas.
	· To be able to use new vocabulary throughout the day.
	· To talk in sentences using conjunctions e.g. and, because
	· To engage in non-fiction books and to use new vocabulary in different contexts.
	· To use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events.
	· To be able talk in sentences using a range of tenses.
	-  Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
-  Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate; 
-  Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

	Gross Motor Skills
	· To move safely in a space.
	· Explore different ways to travel using equipment.
	· To be able to control a ball in different ways, balance on a variety of equipment and climb.
	· To jump and land safely from a height.
	· To move safely with confidence and imagination, communicating ideas through movement.
	· To play by the rules and develop coordination.
	-  Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others; 
-  Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; 
-  Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

	Fine Motor Skills
	· Begin to use tripod grip when using mark making tools.
	· To accurately draw lines, circles and shapes to draw pictures. 
	· To handle scissors, pencil and glue effectively.

	· Use a hammer and saw correctly.

· Able to use cutlery appropriately.
	· Hold scissors correctly and cut out small shapes.
	· To form letters correctly using a tripod grip.
	-  Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; 
-  Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; 
-  Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

	Comprehension
	· Independently looks at a book, holding it the correct way and turning pages.
	· Engages and enjoys an increasing range of books.
	· Acts out stories using recently introduced vocabulary.
	· To be able to talk about the characters in the books they are reading.
	· Retell a story using vocabulary influenced by their book.
	· Able to answer questions about what they have read.
	-  Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; 
-  Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 
-  Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

	Word Reading
	· Begin to notice Set 1 sounds in books and in the environment. 
	· Begin to read CVC words. 
	· Recognise taught digraphs in words and blend the sounds together.
	· Read words containing tricky words and digraphs.
	· Read longer sentences containing Set 1 and Set 2 words and red words.
	· Read books matching their phonics ability.
	-  Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 
-  Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 
-  Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

	Writing
	· To give meanings to the marks they make.
	· Forms letters correctly.
	· Write words representing the sounds with a letter/letters. 
	· Write labels/phrases representing the sounds with a letter/letters.
	· Write words which are spelt phonetically.
	· Write simple phrases and sentences using recognisable letter and sounds.
	-  Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 
-  Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; 
-  Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

	Number
	· Have a deep understanding of numbers 1 – 3.
	· Have a deep understanding of numbers 1 - 5.
	· Have a deep understanding of numbers 1 – 8.
	· Have a deep understanding of numbers 1 - 10
	· Know number bonds to 5 and 10.
	· Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.  
	- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number; 
-  Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5; 
-  Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

	Numerical Patterns
	· Verbally say which group has more or less.
	· Compare equal and unequal groups. 
· Share quantities equally.
	· Understand and explore the difference between odd and even numbers.
	· Add and subtract using number sentences.
	· To be able to count beyond 20.
	· Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.
	-  Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system; 
-  Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity; 
-  Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 

	Past and Present
	· To know about their own life story and know they have changed.
	· To know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now.
	· Talk about the lives of people around them.
	· Talk about past and present events in their lives and what has been read to them
	· To know about the past through settings, characters.
	· To know about the past through settings, characters and events. 
	-  Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; 
-  Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
-  Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

	People, Culture and Communities
	· Know about features of the immediate environment.
	· Know that there are many countries around the world.
	· Know that people around the world have different religions.
	· Know about people who help us within the local community.
	· To know that people in other countries may speak different languages.
	· To know that simple symbols are used to identify features on a map.
	-  Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 
-  Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
-  Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

	The Natural World
	· To explore and ask questions about the natural environment around them
	· Understand the terms ‘same’ and ‘different’.
	· Talk about features of the environment they are in and learn about the different environments.
	· Make observations about animals discussing similarities and differences.
	· Make observations about plants discussing similarities and differences.
	· Know some important processes and changes in the natural world including states of matter.
	-  Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; 
-  Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
-  Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

	Creating with Materials
	· Experiment mixing with colours.
	· Experiment with different textures.
	· Safely explore different techniques for joining materials.
	· Make props and costumes for different role play scenarios.
	· Explore and use a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.
	· To share creations, talk about process and evaluate their work.
	-  Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function; 
-  Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;
-  Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

	Being Imaginative and Expressive
	· Sing and perform nursery rhymes.
	· Experiment with different instruments and their sounds.
	· Create narratives based around stories.
	· Move in time to the music.
	· Play an instrument following a musical pattern.
	· Invent their own narratives, stories and poems.
	-  Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; 
-  Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 
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EYFS Reception Yearly Maths Overview

Discreet teaching throughout the day and week
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Thete are six main areas that collectively underpin children’s early mathematical learning, and which provide the firm foundations for the maths that children will encounter as they go up the years in primary

school:

Cardinality and Counting: understanding that the cardinal value of a number refers to the quantity, or ‘howmanyness’ of things it represents
Comparison: understanding that comparing numbers involves knowing which numbets are worth more ot less than each other
Composition: understanding that one number can be made up from (composed from) two or more smaller numbers
Pattern: looking for and finding patterns helps children notice and understand mathematical relationships’

Shape and Space: understanding what happens when shapes move, or combine with other shapes, helps develop wider mathematical thinking

Measures: comparing different aspects such as length, weight and volume, as a preliminary to using units to compare later.

e Autumn: starts on the first day of school in September and end on the last day of school in December.

e Spring: starts on the first day of school in January and ends on the last day of term before the Easter break.

® Summer: starts on the first day after the Easter break and ends on the last day of school in July, before the summer the summer break.
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EYFS Nursery Yeatly Maths Overview

Discreet teaching throughout the day and week, inside and outside
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There are six main areas that collectively underpin children’s carly mathematical learning, and which provide the firm foundations for the maths that children will encounter as they go up the years in primary school:

Cardinality and Counting: understanding that the cardinal value of 2 number refers o the quantity, or hoywmRaVSsS, of things it represents
Subitising:  term that was coined by the theorist Piaget and defined the ability to instantancously recognise the number of objccts in a small group without the need to count them.
Spatial reasoning: Spatial reasoning skills are critical o carly learning, particularly in mathematics, and need to be supported by engaging children’s entire bodies.

Comparison: understanding that comparing numbers involves knowing which numbers are worth more o less than cach other

Composition: understanding that one number can be made up from (composed from) two or more smaller numbers
Pattern: looking for and finding patterns helps children notice and understand mathematical relationships*

Shape and Space: understanding what happens when shapes move, or combine with other shapes, helps develop wider mathematical thinking:
Measures: comparing different aspects such as length, weight and volume, as a preliminary o using units to compare later.

e Autumn: starts on the first day of school in September and end on the last day of school in December.
o Spring: starts on the first day of school in Januaty and ends on the last day of term before the Easter break.
e Summer: starts on the first day after the Easter break and ends on the last day of school in July, before the summer the summer break.





